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Description 
 

This is a guide you’ll want to read before putting 

those awesome ideas down on a screen. 

This book contains simple, easy-to-follow tips. 

 

These tips are the result of questions that I’ve 

asked myself, came across, and had people ask me 

while writing or when I mention I’m writing a 

book.  

 

These questions may be an eye-opener for some 

and known to others. However, I believe them to 

be helpful and informative.  

 

They will surely assist you on your writing 

journey! 
  



 

1. Why did you start 

writing? 
  

Everyone, at some point, wrote something in their lives, 

for whatever reason. Those reasons can range from a 

resume, school assignment, dissertation, excusal letter, 

resignation letter, grants, a love note, etc. 

Whatever your reason, you had to put it down on paper. At 

that particular moment when you sat and placed words 

together and made a sentence, you were inspired, 

enthusiastic, and immersed. 

You had a drive, a motivation, a spark, a passion, and a 

love to convey a message. Those should be reasons you 

write. Emotions should be felt constantly to keep the 

writing mojo moving. 

 I started writing because I love to read. I consider myself 

independent and strong. Most books I’ve read were women 

writing about strong, independent men who saved a damsel 

in distress. I liked the characters and how they grew within 

the story but I wanted to relate with the heroine. I also had 

a vision for most of the books I read and wished the 

storyline went somewhere else. I was also frustrated that I 

had to wait years before the author decided to publish the 

next book in the series.  

My solution was to get my story out there – the one that’s 

brewing in mind – down on paper. I had a drive and 

motivation and wanted my story to be read.  

Jot down reasons why you’re writing and keep it nearby. 

Better yet, frame it and rely on it for support.  



 

2. Who is your target 

audience?  
  

Your target audience should be people that enjoy your 

genre. 

I highly suggest writing about a subject matter that you feel 

comfortable with so you will be confident in your writing. 

Don’t write about a genre that you’re not passionate about 

because several things will happen: 

1. The reader that loves that genre can pick out an 

imposter a mile away. 

2. You’ll get bored and frustrated that ideas are not 

flowing. 

3. Your writing will seem forced. 

4. You probably won’t finish writing the book and 

put it off. (This is sad but true). 

Know your target audience, research your genre and its 

audience, and write for a genre you’re passionate about. It 

sucks to write and not have a person interested because you 

didn’t write for the right market. 

I love the paranormal fantasy romance genre as well as the 

thriller genre and those are the stories I write about. 

Learn about your target audience. There’re several types 

of audiences to cater to such as: children, middle-grade, 

young adult (YA), and adult.  

Get to know the writing styles for the specific genre you’re 

writing for. It would be highly inappropriate to write 

explicit scenes for readers in any other genre than the adult 



 

genre. Vice versa, it would be insulting to adult readers if 

you write a 100,000-word novel with one sentence per 

page with pictures. Therefore, it’s essential to know the ins 

and out of your target audience. 

  



 

3.  Is your writing genre 

applicable to a large list of 

consumers that will benefit 

from your book or are 

interested in your writing 

and in what you have to 

say?  
  

The worst thing that can happen is that you put in months 

of hard work into your book only to have your family and 

friends read it because you’ve been giving your book away 

to them or you’ve been harassing them to read it.  

Imagine you wrote a book titled How to Raise an Alligator. 

Your book is amazing. It is filled with helpful tips and 

information about raising an alligator. The cover is unique 

and captivating, you paid top dollar for an editor, and the 

book was self-published. The only problem is that the 

number of people actually raising alligators and looking 

for a book to raise alligators is probably slim to none. I 

know this because I just did a Google search, an Amazon 

search, and a Barnes & Noble search and found nothing.  

It’s a great idea to know your audience, know your market, 

and know your genre. Although your book might be 

fantastic, writing something that no one wants to read is 

ultimately dissatisfying.  



 

4. Are you passionate about 

your writing? Are you 

willing to sacrifice a few 

things in your life to make 

time for writing?  
  

You’re probably rolling your eyes, thinking, “Well, duh, 

that’s why I’m writing and researching.” That’s great, but 

don’t let that drive diminish. 

Oftentimes, we’re so eager and enthusiastic about the 

writing that we begin writing, hit a block, and then 

completely stop. The block could be either family-related, 

work-related, creativity-related, or due to something else. 

Regardless, the situation can cause the most enthusiastic 

author to shy away from their passion for writing.  

I’m not saying to dehumanize yourself and live an 

indifferent world just so that you can write. What I’m 

implying is that don’t let circumstances in your life be a 

block for your passion in writing.  

Be willing to bounce back to writing from uncontrollable 

situations. Gain that passion back. This will be the time 

where you might have to sacrifice certain aspects of your 

life to get that drive and motivation back on the writing 

wagon. Maybe cut back on things that take you away from 

your writing time. For example, if you spend hours on 

social media and then realize that you’ve done nothing 

productive, then you might need to reevaluate your time. 



 

Create a schedule to visualize what you do in a 24-hour 

day. I guarantee that you will have time to spare if you do 

this.  

I did this and realized that I spent many hours playing 

games on my cell phone, which I could’ve used for writing. 

I didn’t stop playing my games completely; I just set a 

timer, which forced me to stop when my alarm chimed. 

The break actually helped me to freshen my mind when I 

got back to writing. So, use the break, the block, the 

distraction, or the sacrifice to your advantage. 

  



 

5. Is your family 

supportive?  
  

If your regular routine at home is to take care of the 

household and you decided to start writing and have 

stopped cooking and cleaning, started picking up your kids 

from school late, your dishes are piling up, and the laundry 

is smelly, then this might create strife in your household. 

If you’re a single parent or have a spouse with kids (or just 

a spouse), then I suggest talking to them before you 

embark on your writing journey, because your writing will 

become a very long, fulfilling one.  

If you live with your parents, then your situation might be 

slightly easier unless you contribute to the household chore 

or income. 

I have a great family support system but this may not be 

the same for others. Having a plan set up and having 

everyone aware of the changes will make the transition 

easier on everyone.  

A gradual change will be more ideal than an abrupt change 

in your daily routine. 

  



 

6. Are you planning on 

making writing your main 

source of income? Have you 

thought about freelancing?  
  

Budget, budget, budget. If you’ve quit your job before you 

made income from your writing, you might want to 

reconsider your options unless you have plenty of savings 

or family support, because the income tree will not be 

flourishing the moment your book sprouts into the market.  

It’s not that your writing is not good enough. As a non-

established writer, you need a fan base to believe in your 

writing and buy your books.  

I know your ultimate goal for quitting your job was to 

devote your time to writing but, realistically, you need a 

plan.  

Perhaps you might want to take on other avenues to get 

your income started, such as being a freelance writer or 

editor. You can also write several short stories to get you 

started, as opposed to writing a long novel. You can enter 

a writing contest to get your name out there. You can 

freelance for several websites and then eventually create 

your own brand. 

  



 

The benefits of being a 

freelancer: 
 

1. You’ll have time for your writing. 

2. You’ll earn some sort of income. 

3. You’ll gain a fan base and add to your list of skills 

to your resume. 

4. Your writing will improve.  

5. You set your own schedule. 

  



 

7. Are you going to 

outsource or hire others to 

edit, illustrate, format, and 

publish your book? Have 

you researched how much 

you’re willing to spend on 

editing, illustrating, 

formatting, and publishing 

your book?  
 

I highly suggest hiring a good editor, a good illustrator, and 

a good cover designer.  

Some websites are a one-stop shop where you can find an 

editor, an illustrator, and book formatting in one package. 

They might allow you to combine two services or just build 

your own package. However, beware of such websites 

because sometimes they specialize in or two services and 

the other may lack in performance, and quality is greatly 

sacrificed. 

It’s best to choose a talented individual in each area 

instead. 

  



 

Why choose an editor? 
 

Even the best writers hire editors to edit their books. Costs 

can range from hundreds to several thousands of dollars, 

depending on each book’s word count, the popularity of 

your chosen editor, the month, how soon you need or want 

the editing done, and the editor’s rates.  

When I read my work, my eyes filled in words that my 

mind thought was there. This is probably because my eyes 

are tired, I’m thinking faster than I can type, or I’ve read 

my manuscript so often that I already know what I’m 

trying to convey. This is why another fresh pair of eyes are 

essential when editing. 

If you’re serious about your writing, an editor is essential. 

Your editor will correct grammar and spelling mistakes 

and give you honest feedback about your character and 

plot development.  

Choose an editor with experience and one that has 

examples of books they have edited. Read the testimonials 

they have received. Most editors will list those on their 

websites. (Lorraine Reguly from Wording Well does. She 

is an English teacher AND she has a lot of experience 

editing books in various genres. I was so impressed with 

her credentials that I hired her!) 

I’m actually currently working with two editors. It’s not 

that I like one editor over the other; both editors supply 

different editing services. 

I’ve attempted to read books that have grammatical errors 

and it’s hard. Honestly, I’ve put them away in a faraway 

land, not to be read or mentioned. Those types of writers 

don’t even know the difference between their, there, and 

they’re…and those are minor mistakes! 

http://www.wordingwell.com/


 

It’s also hard trying to follow a story where the plot 

changes haphazardly.  

Invest in a good editor. Don’t let your book become a dust 

collector.  

  



 

Self-editing writing tip 
  

You can self-edit your manuscript by using software such 

as Grammarly, ProWritingAid, Autocrit, Draft, 

Hemmingway, MasterWriter, SmartEdit, Consistency, and 

WriteMonkey. These are the few top software that was 

highly recommended by several writers.  

They either offer a free trial version, premium paid 

services, or free but limited services. 

Those software will assist with grammar, overused 

adverbs, clichés, redundancies, long sentences, sticky 

sentences, plagiarism, and diction to name a few.  

However, do not use this software to replace editing. This 

is a great tool to polish your manuscript before submitting 

it to an editor or beta readers. 

  

https://www.grammarly.com/
https://prowritingaid.com/
https://www.autocrit.com/
https://draftin.com/
http://hemingwayapp.com/
https://masterwriter.com/
http://www.smart-edit.com/
https://intelligentediting.com/apps/consistency-checker/
http://writemonkey.com/


 

Use caution when choosing 

an illustrator or cover 

designer! 
  

Stay clear of illustrating companies that use pictures, 

diagrams, or images of covers that are in a gallery which 

others can use.  

When I was doing research for my book cover, I found that 

there were certain websites that utilized the same cover art. 

In fact, I saw three different books by three different 

authors with three different titles on three different 

platforms… and they all had the same cover!  

Make sure that the illustrator has rights to the images you 

choose and you can purchase those rights so that your book 

is the only cover with that image. Or hire an illustrator or 

cover designer that will provide original works. 

Your book cover should be relevant to your story without 

revealing too much of the plot. It should also be relevant 

to the genre you are writing for. For example, writing an 

adult romance book with drawn images of your characters 

is not ideal unless you are writing a romantic comic book.  

If you are writing about adult humans, a drawing of people 

won’t be too appealing and readers will probably skip over 

your book.  

People really judge a book by its cover. 

It’s your book and your decision, so choose wisely. 



 

Establish a budget and research editors and illustrators. 

Make a list of possible editors and illustrators you’d like to 

work with.  

Also make sure that you have a great working relationship 

with them and that they’re available for questions, 

especially if their editing isn’t clear to you once they’ve 

returned your manuscript.  

Understand their criteria and their contract to avoid 

misunderstandings. 

If you’re still struggling on finding an editor, illustrator, or 

cover designer, pick up your favorite book and find out 

who they used. 

   



 

8. Are you thinking about 

going with traditional 

publishing or self-

publishing?  
 

I’ve seen and heard mixed emotions about this particular 

subject. I can honestly say that both routes are difficult, 

rewarding, and unique in their own way.  

 

Self-publishing: 
 

Self-publishing requires you to do all the work.  

You’ll have to find and pay for an editor or several editors 

(line/copy editing, developmental editing, or 

proofreading), illustrators, and a formatting service for e-

books and for a paperback book. The formatting is 

different because of the way the pages are set up for the 

screen and in print. Also, not all e-book platforms have the 

same format, so make sure that you format your book to 

the correct dimensions for the platform you choose.  

In addition, self-publishing requires you to advertise and 

market your own book. Unless you’re a renowned writer 

or celebrity, you’ll have to find readers to purchase your 

book.  

The biggest plus is that you’ll have control over every 

aspect of your book, from beginning to end. Another bright 

side is that all earnings from the book will be yours and 

you won’t have to share them with a publishing company. 



 

But there’s stipulation to that – you will still have to pay 

usage fees to each platform that will help upload your 

book. However, the payout to you is larger.  

For example, you will either receive 35% or 70% from 

Amazon for books sold on that platform. Selz has a much 

higher royalty rate and so you will earn more there, but 

Amazon is where you might sell more books. Amazon is 

more popular, plus they have a feature that allows 

customers to view products other people just bought in an 

attempt to get you to buy more. If Customer A bought both 

your book and a book by another author, and Customer B 

is looking at that book, Amazon will indicate to Customer 

B that Customer A “also bought….” This will help drive 

more eyeballs toward your book, which can ultimately 

result in more sales for you. Selz and Gumroad (and other 

platforms) do not do that, even though they will pay the 

author a higher percentage (charge you less to use their 

service). 

  



 

Traditional publishing: 
 

The advantage of traditional publishing is that the 

publishing house takes over the editing, illustrating, cover 

designing, and formatting of the book.  

Since they’re well-known in the literary community, 

readers trust their products and advertising will not be 

difficult. Some publishing companies give you an advance 

for your book and others will base your royalties on sales. 

The payout may or may not be to your liking. However, 

you must pitch your book to them and they must like what 

you submit in order to sign you a deal.  

Finding a publishing house to consider your book is a long 

journey, so get ready for months or even years of 

rejections. You will probably have to keep rewriting your 

pitch to find a suitable publisher, too. You will likely have 

to hire a literary agent, whom you will also have to pay. 

Once you find a publisher, if they consider your book and 

buy it, they own the rights to your book. They also may ask 

you to change part of your story or rewrite it.  

The deal can be so extensive that it may take from several 

months to years to get your book out in the market. 

Depending on your contract and publishing house, you 

may not have control over the book because they own most 

of the aspect of your book.  

So it all depends on your expectations. Either you want full 

control of your book, or you don’t mind someone else 

having control and making different decisions about your 

work. 



 

9. Are you open to criticism 

and suggestions once your 

book is published?  
 

This is a hard topic for many people because we tend to be 

sensitive about our writing, especially when we put so 

much thought and effort into it. To have a stranger tell you 

that it sucked, that you should rewrite it, or that you should 

omit some scenes all together is disheartening. 

That is why writers are always advised to develop a thick 

skin! 

 Be prepared to hear it all. You won’t be able to please 

everyone, so your writing shouldn’t be catered to please 

the masses. Growing a huge backbone is ideal because 

you’ll hear a lot of not-so-good opinions. But, ultimately, 

you should be proud of yourself for the hard work you’ve 

achieved. Not many can say that they’ve written, finished, 

and published a book. So pat yourself on the back, if you 

haven’t already. 

Along with growing a huge backbone or developing a thick 

skin, you should praise yourself for your finished product. 

Don’t let bad criticism get you down and in a rut. But don’t 

let good criticism hype you up to the point that you become 

arrogant. Be humble and accept the criticism because, at 

least, there are people reading your work. 

  



 

10. Are you starting your 

personal blog or your 

personal website to brand 

yourself and gain a fan 

base? Are you using social 

media yet to promote 

yourself as a writer and 

build your brand?  
 

Regardless of choosing to self-publish or to use traditional 

publishing route, you’ll need a medium in which your fans 

can connect with you. You will also need to promote your 

work. Most people accomplish this through their websites 

and by using social media. 

Readers will want to get to you know you and the other 

books that you’re working on (or other projects that you’re 

involved with). Through blogging and social media, you 

can also promote your brand, your books, any other writing 

projects you’re working on, any collaborations you’re 

planning on doing, and get yourself out there.  

It’s almost like selling a product consumers do not know 

about. You want them to learn about and try out your 

merchandise. Think of it as an infomercial. 

It might be uncomfortable at the beginning, but once you 

get your book in the market, you’ll want to get as much 

publicity for your book as possible. If you’re an avid writer 



 

who decides to make writing a career, then this will be a 

great way to connect with people from around the globe. 

I currently have my own writing blog at 

www.sitaylorwrites.com. (Ha! You like how I did that? I 

just inserted my website link to promotional purposes!) 

But seriously, I give new writers like myself helpful tips 

that I came across and learned while writing. So, please 

check it out. You’ll receive more golden nuggets of tips, 

information, and secrets! 

http://www.sitaylorwrites.com/


 

11. Are you mentally 

prepared for the ups and 

downs of your journey? 
 

The previous questions and any other questions that I 

didn’t mention may be daunting and might shy you away 

from fulfilling your writing goal, but don’t let anything or 

anyone – or any criticism – stand in your way from 

becoming a published author. 

You’re going to have many ups and downs!  

Being aware, ahead of time, of some mishaps will help 

ease you during your journey, and you’ll be prepared for 

things to come –good or bad. 

Researching will become your best friend.  

Embrace the writing world and learn as much as possible 

about your genre and your target audience.  

Expect great results if you believe in your writing.  

Don’t psych yourself about the inevitable, especially about 

circumstances that are out of your control.  

Don’t set unrealistic expectations or deadlines that you 

can’t meet. Instead, focus on the positive and set small 

writing goals that you can complete. 

  



 

Remember to include your family and close friends of your 

writing endeavors for moral support.  

Surround yourself with positivity to amp your writing 

journey and your soul.  

As always, happy writing! Your journey will be a 

rewarding one! 

  



 

Helpful Resources 
 

Connect with me via email 

sitaylorwrites@gmail.com 

I’ll answer any of your questions or visit my blog 

www.sitaylorwrites.com and comment on my 

post. 
 

These are a few websites and YouTube channels 

I found to be informative and helped me in my 

writing journey: 

Kindlepreneur 

Google 

Ellen Brock 

Vivien Reis 

The Creative Penn 

Heart Breathings 

Jenna Moreci 

Consider listening to a traditionally published 

author speaking on how authors make money in 

traditional publishing Alexa Donne  

mailto:sitaylorwrites@gmail.com
http://www.sitaylorwrites.com/
http://www.kindlepreneur.com/
http://www.google.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/keytopservices
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmBw2VslVxiCHZHMCKWSJpQ
https://www.thecreativepenn.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCasYwEzMc7tjKuAS-vtDYPw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS_fcv9kBpDN4WWrfcbCrgw
https://youtu.be/8MoTwxTsYzs


 

About the Author 
 

S.I. Taylor lives in Florida, works full 

time, has a family, and finds time to write 

whenever she can.  

She found her motivation to write because 

she’s an avid reader of the paranormal and 

thriller genre and wanted her story to be 

read. You can follow her journey on her 

blog at http://www.sitaylorwrites.com and 

find out what other books she’s working 

on.  

 

Thank you for reading, for the support, and 

leaving a comment. Hope to see you in my 

next story. 

THANK YOU ALL! 

S.I. Taylor 

  

http://www.sitaylorwrites.com/


 

 

 


